XIII
M. RENAN'S HIBBERT LECTURES1

THE object of M. Renan's lectures at St. George's
Hall is, as we understand him, not merely to present
a historical sketch of the influence of Rome on the
early Church, but to reconcile the historical imagina-
tion with the results of his own and kindred specula-
tions on the origin of Christianity. He has, with a
good faith which we do not question, investigated the
subject and formed his conclusions upon it. He on *
the present occasion assumes these investigations,
and that he, at any rate, is satisfied with their result.
He hardly pretends to carry the mixed popular
audience whom he addresses into any real inquiry
into the grounds on which he has satisfied himself
that the received account of Christianity is not the
true one. But he is aware that all minds are more
or less consciously impressed with the broad diffi-
culty that, after all attempts to trace the origin of
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